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Unit Title: Singing: Echo Songs 

 

Unit Designers: Jonathan J. Carsley, Matthew Watras 

 

Level(s): First Grade 

 

Time Span: Year Long  

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

Summary of Unit: 

Echo songs play a significant role in the development of a child’s musical skills. They provide a child 

with an opportunity to sing a short phrase by him or herself 

First grade students are continuing this unit from Kindergarten. Songs used for this unit may contain 

longer or more complex phrases. Students are expected to sing with a higher degree of vocal accuracy 

than in Kindergarten. 

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators:  
 

National Standards for Music:  

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music (1a, 1b, 1c) 

 

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music (6a, 6b, 6c) 

 

7. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts (7a)  

 

Maine Learning Results 

  

A1. Students Accurately perform a short musical selection, both instrumentally and vocally, 

while modeling proper posture and technique, alone or with others. 

  

B1. Students create or perform short musical selections of various styles and genres accurately 

applying selected knowledge and skills of: proper posture and technique; notation; symbols; and 

terminology of dynamics.  

 

Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 

(As a result of this unit, students will know/ understand/ be able to ….) 

 

Students will understand that the human voice has many different function or mode  

ie: speaking, singing, whispering, and shouting 

 

Students will be able to demonstrate proper use of speaking (chest voice), singing (head voice), whisper 

voice, and shouting voice 
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Students will be able to echo short musical phrase sung by the teacher or another student using their 

singing or head voice.  

 

 

How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 

(Formal and informal assessments – please be specific) 
 Informal aural assessments will be made weekly to monitor group progress 

 Individuals will be formally assessed aurally on their ability to echo short melodic phrases presented by the 

instructor or another student 

 Individuals will be formally assessed aurally on their ability to sing in tune and on pitch using their singing 

or head voice.   

  

Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills: 

(Before beginning this unit, students should know/ understand/ be able to …) 

 
Knowledge:  

Age appropriate vocabulary     

Basic knowledge of age appropriate concepts such as colors, numbers, shapes, etc.  

 

Skills:  

Age appropriate conversational skills 

Age appropriate Interpersonal skills 

Age appropriate language/listening skills to answer questions or follow direction given by the teacher 

Age appropriate motor skills 

Ability to execute skills modeled by the teacher 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
1. The human voice serves multiple functions ie: speaking, whispering, singing, and shouting 

 

2. The singing voice or head voice is different than your speaking, whisper, and shouting voice. 

 

3. The human voice contains a natural range of pitches that vary in frequency from high to low.   

 

4. Rhythm and pitch occurs naturally in the patterns of everyday speech and each language has its own     

    tonal and rhythmic flow.   

 

5. An echo occurs when the teacher sings a phrase and that phrase is imitated or copied by an individual  

    or group of students after the initial sound is presented.  

 

6. Echo can be used by composers and songwriters as a compositional or improvisatory device/tool to  

    organize the formal structures in music?   

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
1.  In what ways does your voice have different functions or modes?  

 

2.  How does your singing voice differ from your speaking, whisper, and shouting voice? 

 

3.  What is an echo?  

 

4.  How is echo used by composers and songwriters as a tool to organize the formal structures in music?  

   

Overarching Question(s): (OPTIONAL) 

(To be used as an instructional tool with students.  An overarching question recurs naturally throughout 

one’s learning and in the progressive teaching of a subject, has no obvious “right” answer, is deliberately 

framed to provoke and sustain student interest, and raises important questions.  For example, What is the 

American Dream (is it fact or fiction)?, How has changing technology changed society?, Why do we need 

beliefs and values?, or What makes a “good decision” good? 
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See attached document 

 

 
Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand: 
(Activities, varied grouping structures, etc.) 

 Teacher should sing for the class, not with the class to prevent students from becoming slit-second 

singers and to encourage musical independence 

 

 Teaching aids or props such a toy microphone or puppets can be used to indicate when it is the 

leader’s turn to sing and when it is the children’s turn to sing. External props help in creating a 

learning environment that is safe and helps students feel less self-conscience about their singing 

voice.  

 

 When introducing a new song the whole class should echo the teacher  

 

 After the song is familiar to the children, echo child can take a turn echoing a phrase by him or herself 

 

 

How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 

 

Finger puppets can be used to demonstrate different voices. 

 

ITunes, computer, and sound system can be used to store, play examples of call and response songs. 

 

Markers and white board can be used to diagram phrase structure as well as words to a song 

 

Overheads can be used  in the same manner as the white board 

 

 

 

 

Instructional Resources: 

 

The Book of Echo Songs by Dr. John Feierabend   

 

Old Joe Clark by Dr. John Feierabend & Jill Trinka (CD) 

 

Had a Little Rooster by Dr. John Feierabend & Jill Trinka (CD) 

 

There’s a Hole in the Bucket by Dr. John Feierabend & Jill Trinka (CD) 

 

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment, including a STANDARDS-BASED rubric or criteria for evaluation 

of student achievement. 


